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There are forty houses. in the brahmin Agraharam. There are three
sub sects amongst brahmins from Ganjam downwards. They are Velanadu,
Kasaranadu and Niyogi. All these "Agraharams are provided with land
facility by the Zamindars. There are shops in Harischandrapur also. We
stayed at a brahmin's place and after cooking, we took our meals and started
at four and reached a place called Ravula Valasa near Narasannapeta by
six in the evening. It is six miles from this place. There are dry forest trees
on the way and it is clayey terrain. There is a Zamindar Korivi Ramanna
Pantulu living in this village. We stayed with him. Though there are no
shops in this village, as the Zamindar supplied us all the provisions including
rice, we spent the night comfortably.
Right from the place we stayed in the afternoon upto Narasannapeta
people say that they had no sleep during nights. One Zamindar of this
place who was responsible for a number of dacoities was put on trial in the
circuit court. His guilt was not substantially proved and the court released
him. He took an oath to loot and burn all the houses and villages of those
persons who gave evidence against him in the court. This was the reason for
their restlessness. A similar case I heard in Jagannatham in which,
the clerks carrying Government cash wrere murdered and a few articles of
the dead men were found in the possession of the thieves and in spite of this
proof, the culprits were let off. Similarly when the Maharaja of Vijaya-
nagaram caught some thieves with stolen articles at Kashi (Banaras)
the circuit court let them off. So out of vexation, the Maharaja abdicated
the throne handing it over to the Collector and stayed in Kashi.
The contention of the English people is that it is better that ten thieves
are let off unpunished but it is not just if one innocent man is punished and in
this way they administer justice in a subtle manner. But the conditions
prevailing in this country prove that by saving one scoundrel thousand
innocent people are put to punishment. Which is the right path and which
is the wrong, God alone knowrs and we the humans are not capable.
The administration of the officials in the Ganjam district is just running,
to save their own positions, as though, if they do not look for the good of the
people their position would not be secure. It is just like the fact when a teacher
was asked by a gentleman how his boy was progressing the teacher replied
that he was receiving a salary of one rupee per month only.
1th July, 1831
On Thursday the seventh we started early on the morning at four
for a big place ten miles away called Srikakulam and arrived there
by nine. There is a pilgrimage centre called Srikurmam six miles from this
place. Here, Lord Vishnu's appearance is in the Avatara of Tortoise (Koorma)
symbolised in a stone image of that form with all the marks like Celestial Conch
(Sankha), Disc (Chakra). There is also a popular legend that Maha Vishnu
saved, simultaneously with his celestial disc (Chakra) the chastity of a virtuous